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Message Text 


TAGS:PGOV, NO 

SUBJECT: RIGHTS OF AT, TENS TO SUE IN U.S. COURTS 


1 . DEPARTMENT HAS RECEIVED INQUIRIES FROM INDIVIDUALS 
WHO HAVE SOMEHOW FORMED IMPRESSION FROM THEIR CONTACTS 
WITH EMBASSY THAT ALIENS CANNOT BRING SUIT IN U.S. 

FEDERAL COURTS. 


2. AS EMBASSY PROBABLY AWARE, THIS IS NOT THE CASE. 

OUR 1928 TREATY WITH NORWAY CONCERNING FRIENDSHIP. 
COMMERCE. AND CONSULAR RIGHTS ASSURES THAT NATIONALS 
OF BOTH PARTIES WILL HAVE ACCESS TO THE COURTS OF 
THE OTHER PARTY (ARTICLE 1). EVEN IN ABSENCE OF THIS 
TREATY COMMITMENT, U.S. FEDERAL TRIAL COURTS HAVE JURIS- 
DICTION BASED ON ALIENAGE OVER ACTIONS BETWEEN CITIZENS 
OF A STATE OF THE U.S. AND ALIENS OR FOREIGN NATIONS 
PROVIDED THE AMOUNT IN CONTROVERSY EXCEEDS $10,000. 

AT, TENS MAY ALSO SUE IN FEDERAL DISTRICT COURTS FOR THE 
COMMISSION OF A TORT IN VIOLATION OF THE LAW OF NATIONS 
OR TREATY OF THE UNITED STATES REGARDLESS OF THE AMOUNT 
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IN CONTROVERSY OR WHETHER THE ACTION INVOLVES A CITIZEN 
OF A STATE OF THE U.S. 


3. ALIENS MAY ALSO BRING SUIT IN U.S. COURTS UNDER THEIR 
ADMIRALTY AND MARITIME JURISDICTION PURSUANT TO THE 
JONES ACT. VANCE 
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